
16. The Last Judgment and Future Glory 

Revelation 20:12-21:4 

There’s going to be a general resurrection and final judgment at the end of time:


John 5:28,29

Marvel not at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear 
his voice, And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.


And Christ will be our judge:


2 Corinthians 5:10

For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the 
things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad.


[12] And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before God; and the books were 
opened: and another book was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead were 
judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to their 
works.  

Nobody will be excluded from the judgment. And we will be judged according to our 
works in this life. That should trouble all of us, because we’re all going to be found guilty.


[13] And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered up 
the dead which were in them: and they were judged every man according to their 
works.  

This judgment will include everyone who has ever lived. We can’t escape it by killing 
ourselves. We’ll all be judged according to how we’ve lived in the one life that we’ve been 
given on this earth.


[14] And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.  

There will no longer be any death as we know it, i.e. the soul leaving the body. For the 
judgment, our souls will be united to an everlasting resurrection body, and then we will 
face our final, eternal destiny. The word “hell” here is “Hades,” the holding place of 
wicked souls between death and the final judgment. That will no longer be needed, so 
that too is destroyed. There is a “lake of fire” mentioned here, which is called the 
“second death.” We should make sure we don’t end up there. That’s where the devil, his 
angels and all the wicked go:


Matthew 25:41

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into 
everlasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels. 



[15] And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire. 

Whether we go to the lake of fire or not, does not depend on our entry in the books of our 
deeds, but it depends on whether our names are written in the book of life or not. The 
books of our deeds may affect any rewards in heaven, but they don’t affect our eternal 
destiny. Thank God! And the book of life is Christ’s:


Revelation 13:8

And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him [the beast], whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.


So, those not written in the book of life go to the lake of fire for their sins, which is eternal:


2 Thessalonians 1:9

.... who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and 
from the glory of his power ....


[22:1] And I saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first 
earth were passed away; and there was no more sea.  

But for those written in the book of life, there is “a new heaven and a new earth” to look 
forward to. And there is “no more sea”. The “sea” is often in the Bible used as a 
metaphor for the mob, the nations. No more will any mob or movement lead us astray.


[2] And I John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of 
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.  

Christ’s people are described in the Bible as His “bride.”


Ephesians 5:25-27

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; 
That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word, That he might 
present it to himself a glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such thing; but 
that it should be holy and without blemish.


Here, we have a slightly different analogy. The new Jerusalem, our final resting place, is 
here described as the bride of Christ’s people.


[3] And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is 
with men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his people, and God 
himself shall be with them, and be their God. 

This will be our final resting place, where God finally dwells with men. He dwells with His 
people in their hearts here, in this world, but here we live in a world of sin and evil. In the 
new Jerusalem, there will be no more sin, and indeed no more sin in our hearts either.




[4] And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the 
former things are passed away. 

Let’s make sure that we avoid the second death, the lake of fire, by putting all our trust in 
the Lord Jesus Christ for our salvation. Otherwise there is no hope for anybody.


