
14. The Holy Spirit 

John 16:7-14 

God is generally regarded as being One God existing as a trinity of Persons, the Father, 
the Son and the Holy Spirit. The “Trinity” is just a human way of trying to explain God. It’s 
not a very good way, but it’s the best we’ve got. On the one hand there is only one God, 
but each Person has a specific work to do, and is to be worshipped as God. The Father is 
in heaven providentially controlling all things. The Son, Jesus Christ, came into this world 
as a man and died to save His people from their sins. The Holy Spirit comes into the heart 
of each believer to guide them. Christ mentioned His coming to the disciples:


[7] Nevertheless I tell you the truth; It is expedient for you that I go away: for if I go 
not away, the Comforter will not come unto you; but if I depart, I will send him unto 
you.  

The Holy Spirit was only to come after Christ had gone away. Having said that, people in 
the Old Testament also had the Holy Spirit:


Psalm 51:11

Cast me not away from thy presence; and take not thy holy spirit from me.


Isaiah 63:10,11

But they rebelled, and vexed his holy Spirit: therefore he was turned to be their enemy, 
and he fought against them. Then he remembered the days of old, Moses, and his people, 
saying, Where is he that brought them up out of the sea with the shepherd of his flock? 
where is he that put his holy Spirit within him? 

But how does the Holy Spirit actually work in a believer? Many people confuse the Holy 
Spirit with some emotional event, like a nice piece of music, or a good feeling. But we 
should let the Bible tells us how He works. Firstly, He works on (not in) unbelievers:


[8] And when he is come, he will reprove the world of sin, and of righteousness, and 
of judgment:  

He reproves the world in three ways:


[9] Of sin, because they believe not on me;     

He reproves the world of sin. All men know they are sinners against a holy God. We are all 
without excuse for our sins:


Romans 1:18-20

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness 
of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; Because that which may be known of God 
is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. For the invisible things of him from 
the creation of the world are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, 
even his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse. 



[10] Of righteousness, because I go to my Father, and ye see me no more;  

He reproves the world of righteousness. Christ, when He was on the earth, reproved the 
world of righteousness. After His departure, this is now the work of the Holy Spirit:


John 3:19,20

And this is the condemnation, that light is come into the world, and men loved darkness 
rather than light, because their deeds were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the 
light, neither cometh to the light, lest his deeds should be reproved.


[11] Of judgment, because the prince of this world is judged.  

He reproves the world of judgment. Satan has already been judged by Christ’s victory on 
the cross. No man can avoid the judgment to come:


1 John 3:8

He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this 
purpose the Son of God was manifested, that he might destroy the works of the devil.


1 Corinthians 15:55-57

O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and 
the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through 
our Lord Jesus Christ.


[12] I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear them now.  

And then we see how the Holy Spirit works in believers. Christ was only in this world for a 
short time. But He sent the Holy Spirit to live within every believer as a continual teacher:


Psalm 32:8

I will instruct thee and teach thee in the way which thou shalt go: I will guide thee with 
mine eye.


1. Instead of teaching us through words, He puts the law in our hearts:


Psalm 119:11

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee.


Jeremiah 31:33,34

After those days, saith the Lord, I will put my law in their inward parts, and write it in their 
hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more 
every man his neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall 
all know me, from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.




[13] Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth, is come, he will guide you into all truth: for 
he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever he shall hear, that shall he speak: and 
he will shew you things to come.  

2. He also guides His people into the truth:


1 John 2:27

But the anointing which ye have received of him abideth in you, and ye need not that any 
man teach you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all things, and is truth, and is 
no lie, and even as it hath taught you, ye shall abide in him.


1 Corinthians 2:12-13

Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we 
might know the things that are freely given to us of God. Which things also we speak, not 
in the words which man's wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; 
comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 

[14] He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall shew it unto you. 

3. And He glorifies Christ. He does this by working in us to live Christ-like lives:


Romans 8:13,14

For if ye live after the flesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spirit do mortify the deeds of 
the body, ye shall live. For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons of 
God.


Galatians 5:16-18

This I say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of the flesh. For the flesh 
lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to 
the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye be led of the Spirit, ye 
are not under the law.



