
13. The Word of God 

2 Peter 1:16-21 

Read Luke 9:28-36 

In Luke 9, Peter, James and John saw Christ in a glorious state. Now, if we’d have been 
there, do we think it would have strengthened our faith? Well, it didn’t actually change 
them at all, at the time. They were half asleep. They still didn’t understand Christ had to 
die, and that He would rise from the dead. And Peter was still to deny Him three times.


After the resurrection, everything changed. The apostles saw and talked with Him in His 
resurrection body. They had now become altogether different people. In Peter’s second 
letter, he writes about the importance of what he saw that day when he saw His glory:  


[16] For we have not followed cunningly devised fables, when we made known unto 
you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of his 
majesty.   

Peter was an actual eyewitness of Christ’s majesty. He now knew for sure that Jesus 
Christ has all power, and that He’s coming again, next time in glory.  And Peter says that 
he’s not just making all this up. It was only a personal experience. Why should anyone 
else believe what he had to say anyway? We can give our testimony to an unbeliever, but 
we should be aware that they’re probably going to want more, otherwise they might think 
it’s just a “cunningly devised fable.” If our life has completely changed, and they’ve seen 
the difference, that’s going to be the best witness we could ever be.   


[17] For he received from God the Father honour and glory, when there came such a 
voice to him from the excellent glory, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well 
pleased. [18] And this voice which came from heaven we heard, when we were with 
him in the holy mount.   

Peter testifies that when he was on the mountain he heard the voice of God Himself. 
Maybe we’ve had some tremendous experience of God in the past. And that’s great. Let’s 
recall it, and that can help to strengthen our faith. But, in difficult times, we can begin to 
doubt even these real experiences of God that we were once so sure of in the past. In the 
Lord’s goodness, He’s given us something far better and far more reliable than our own 
unprovable experiences of Him to strengthen our faith and to convince others of the truth. 
At the end of the parable of the rich man and Lazarus in Luke 16, Christ said:  


Luke 16:31

If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be persuaded, though one rose 
from the dead. 

The heart of man is so dark, even if he saw for himself someone rising from the dead, it 
won’t necessarily convince him of anything. Even if he receives all the physical proof he 
demands, it still may not be enough to convince an unbeliever. Something far more is 
needed. The Lord has given us today a far greater witness in this world, even than any 



experience. He’s given us “Moses and the prophets.” If we don’t hear what they have to 
say, we won’t be convinced by lesser proofs of God, like someone rising from the dead.   


[19] We have also a more sure word of prophecy; whereunto ye do well that ye take 
heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the day 
star arise in your hearts:   

The only way we can know God for ourselves is if He chooses to reveal Himself to us. 
There are three ways God has done this: 


1. Firstly, God has revealed Himself to all men in creation:  


Romans 1:20

For the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are clearly seen, being 
understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse. 

But Creation only reveals an all-powerful creator God exists, i.e. His “eternal power and 
godhead.” That’s enough to render all men without excuse for their sin, because they 
know they’re responsible to this God. But for us to know anything else about God, His 
love, His justice, His mercy, His plan of salvation, we need Him to reveal more. 


2. The second way He has revealed Himself is in Jesus Christ. God became a man:   


John 1:14 

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth. 

But Christ only came into the world for a short time. None of us have actually physically 
seen Him. 


3. So the Lord has revealed Himself in a third way, by provided a completely reliable 
witness to Him accessible to everybody in every age. And that’s what we’ve got in the 
Scriptures. “Moses and the prophets.” This is what we need. We do well to take heed to 
this book. It is like a light that shines in a dark place. It’s all we’ve got. All other writings in 
the world are purely the ideas of men. But this is altogether different. It’s the Word of God 
Himself. It’s a reliable history book. It’s an accurate record of what we need to know 
about the life, death and resurrection of Christ. It’s a reliable guide as to what God 
requires of us. It’s a reliable manual of Christian living. It’s everything we need.  


2 Timothy 3:16,17

All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 
correction, for instruction in righteousness: that the man of God may be perfect, throughly 
furnished unto all good works. 

The Scriptures weren’t written by a single man. If that was the case, it would just be 
somebody’s opinion. Mohammed wrote the whole of the Koran. Joseph Smith wrote the 
whole of the Book of Mormon. The words of one man can’t be a witness to anybody:  


2 Corinthians 13:1 




In the mouth of two or three witnesses shall every word be established.  


The Bible is a collection of 66 books, written over about 1600 years, by many different 
authors, who all bear testimony to the same one true living God.   


But, we may say, aren’t there contradictions in the Bible? There are several accounts of 
the same event, with seemingly different information. Let’s suppose we read a novel or 
watch a film. It’s fine first time around. But read or watch it a second time, and a third 
time, and we’ll soon discover mistakes or continuity errors. And that’s what it’s like with 
every work of man. They all contain mistakes. But with the Bible, the opposite is the case. 
When we first read it, we might think there are lots of contradictions in it, but the more we 
read it, the more these apparent contradictions are resolved. And that’s because, 
although many human authors wrote the Scriptures, they’re not the words of men:    


[20] Knowing this first, that no prophecy of the scripture is of any private 
interpretation. [21] For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but 
holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.   

The Holy Spirit moved the writers to write the words God wanted. And so we need the 
Holy Spirit to understand the words properly. There are many people who know the Bible 
well, but they’re wrong because they don’t have the Holy Spirit. And there are many who 
say they’ve got the Holy Spirit, but ignore the Bible altogether. We need both. Christians 
know there’s something different about this book. It moves us whenever we read it:  


Luke 24:32

And they said one to another, Did not our heart burn within us, while he talked with us by 
the way, and while he opened to us the scriptures? 

Jeremiah 20:9

Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But his word 
was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with forbearing, 
and I could not stay. 

The Word of God is alive. It is living and powerful:   


Hebrews 4:12,13

For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged sword, 
piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and 
is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. Neither is there any creature that is 
not manifest in his sight: but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of him with 
whom we have to do. 

The Bible is living and powerful. It’s got power to convert the soul, to change hearts, to 
convince of the truth. And it has power to help the believer grow in the faith:  


Psalm 19:7,8

The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the LORD is sure, 
making wise the simple. The statutes of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart: the 
commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes. 



The Bible is exciting to the believer. It burns within his bones. But there are many others 
who are totally unmoved by it. Terry Waite was the Archbishop of Canterbury’s special 
envoy during the war in Lebanon in the 1980s. He was captured by muslims and 
imprisoned in a cellar for five years on his own. Years later he spoke at a Christian 
convention. He said that after four years of imprisonment, his captors gave him a Bible. 
What a wonderful provision from God! But he said “I read through it several times (he had 
nothing else to do), and I found no comfort in it whatsoever.” I know we’re not supposed 
to judge people, but, at that time, He can’t possibly have known the Lord - because the 
Bible meant nothing to him. Maybe he’s become a Christian since.   


Contrast that with a man I met once. When he was young, he was walking with some 
friends, and they came across an empty church. The door was open and there was 
nobody around, so they went inside. And, just fooling around, they pretended to play 
church. His mates all sat in the pews, and he got into the pulpit and pretended to be the 
preacher. He opened the Bible that was there randomly, and started reading from it, and 
as he was reading the words, suddenly in his heart he realised that it was all true. None of 
his other friends had any reaction at all to the words that were read, but his heart had 
been changed forever. Suddenly, what we’ve always thought was just a boring stuffy 
book, comes alive. We realise that it’s all true. Then it becomes so precious to us. 
Because it’s living and powerful. It’s got a life of it’s own. It’s God’s Word, not man’s.  


Many, like Roman Catholics, want the church to be a higher authority than the Scriptures. 
So they tell us that the Bible is a product of the church – the church decided in about the 
fourth century which books would go in the Bible. But that’s not true. This verse proves 
that. “Holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.” Scripture became 
Scripture as soon as it came off the pen of the writer, whether church councils recognised 
it as Scripture or not. The fact it took nearly 400 years for a church council to decide what 
Scripture was, just proves how long it takes church councils to agree on anything.   


And they got it wrong. They got the 27 books of the New Testament right, but they 
decided that a Greek translation known as the Septuagint was the inspired Word of God. 
But it was a translation from the original Hebrew, and it contained 14 extra books, which 
we know today as the Apocrypha. That’s why Roman Catholic Bibles contain these extra 
books. The original Hebrew is the inspired Word of God:   


Romans 3:1,2

What advantage then hath the Jew? or what profit is there of circumcision? Much every 
way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God. 

How do I know that the Apocrypha is not the Word of God? 

– It’s got mistakes in it, 

– The oracles of God were committed to the Jews not Greeks, and 

– It doesn’t burn in my bones when I read it.  


Let’s go back to verse 19:  


….ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light that shineth in a dark place, until the 
day dawn, and the day star arise in your hearts. 



This book is more sure than our own experience. It’s a light that shines in a dark place. It’s 
the only light we’ve got. But we’ve only got it for a short time. “until the day dawn, and 
the day star arise in your hearts.”  One day, we’ll get to glory, and no longer need it.  


1 Corinthians 13:12

For now we see through a glass, darkly; but then face to face: now I know in part; but then 
shall I know even as also I am known. 

While we’re here in this world, we need direction. We need guidance. We need the Lord to 
show us the way. Here, we still only see the things of God through a glass darkly. People 
disagree on many different Scriptures and their interpretation. And that’s always going to 
be the case. But that doesn’t stop the Scriptures being a light shining in a dark place. But 
the Lord will make sure that we’ve got enough light to see our way through this world, 
and bring us safely to our home in the next world. Do we want to know what heaven’s 
like? There are glimpses of it in this book. Do we want to know what Christ was like? Do 
we want to know why He came into the world? He came into the world to save sinners. 
Let’s read this book and find out all we can about our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. He 
can change our lives forever through this book. And this book can keep us from sin:  


Psalm 119:11

Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 

Psalm 119:105

Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 

Christ said:  


John 17:17

Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 

This book is a far more sure than any experience we can ever have. To the extent that the 
truth from this book is preached, propagated and lived out in our lives, that’s the extent to 
which the Lord can use us to bring people to Himself. 



