
12. The Resurrection of Christ 

1 Corinthians 15:12-22 

Three days after Christ died, He rose again, exactly according to the Scriptures and what 
He had Himself prophesied. He gave witness to this by appearing at various times 
throughout forty days, mainly to His disciples, before ascending to heaven:


Acts 1:3

To whom [the apostles] also he shewed himself alive after his passion by many infallible 
proofs, being seen of them forty days, and speaking of the things pertaining to the 
kingdom of God. 

The resurrection is important. Many today laugh at the concept of rising from the dead.


[12] Now if Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among 
you that there is no resurrection of the dead? [13] But if there be no resurrection of 
the dead, then is Christ not risen: [14] And if Christ be not risen, then is our 
preaching vain, and your faith is also vain. 

We’re told that without the resurrection of Christ, our faith collapses, and all we preach is 
in vain. And there are several reasons for this:


Firstly, people don’t believe in the resurrection from the dead, because they’ve never seen 
such a thing for themselves. But we’ve still got sufficient witness. The Bible is all we need. 
We’re told:


Luke 16:31

And he said unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets, neither will they be 
persuaded, though one rose from the dead.


Just because nobody has seen anyone come back from the dead is no excuse. There will 
be a general resurrection at the end of time. We can’t think we can escape judgment by 
dying. Death is not the end:


Acts 24:15

.... there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and unjust.


Daniel 12:2

And many of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, 
and some to shame and everlasting contempt.


[15] Yea, and we are found false witnesses of God; because we have testified of God 
that he raised up Christ: whom he raised not up, if so be that the dead rise not. [16] 
For if the dead rise not, then is not Christ raised: [17] And if Christ be not raised, 
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 



Secondly, we’re told here that if Christ has not been raised, we are yet in our sins. Christ’s 
resurrection proves God the Father accepted His atonement. Otherwise we’d never know 
if His death had been accepted or not, so we’d have no assurance, no peace, no joy.


[18]  Then they also which are fallen asleep in Christ are perished.  

Thirdly, we’d have no hope for all those who have already died. But Christ’s atonement 
reaches all believers in all times, not just those after His death:


Hebrews 4:2

For unto us was the gospel preached, as well as unto them: but the word preached did 
not profit them, not being mixed with faith in them that heard it.


[19] If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

Christianity is primarily for the next life. I remember seeing a Christian Aid poster a few 
years ago, which said, “We believe in life before death.” As though Christianity was all 
about life, here, now. But Christianity is primarily about being reconciled to God, avoiding 
the punishment for our sins in the next world. We still have a life to live in this world. As 
long as we’re alive here, we have work to do for the Lord. But the most important thing 
here is to get right with God, because the next world is eternal. Thinking Christianity is for 
this world only is a big mistake. People say Christians can be “too heavenly-minded to be 
any earthly use.” But our problem is our worldliness. We’re not heavenly-minded enough. 


[20] But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that 
slept. 

And Christ’s resurrection is the firstfruits of God’s harvest. It shows there will be a harvest.  
A number that no man could number will be saved through Him:


Revelation 7:9,10

After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could number, of all nations, 
and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and before the Lamb, 
clothed with white robes, and palms in their hands; And cried with a loud voice, saying, 
Salvation to our God which sitteth upon the throne, and unto the Lamb.


[21] For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead. 
[22] For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 

Just as Adam, the first man, ate of the forbidden fruit and died, taking all of us with him, 
so we’re all born in sin, so Christ, one man, makes all His people alive again by forgiving 
their sins and making them new creatures in Him.


Romans 5:18,19

Therefore as by the offence of one judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even 
so by the righteousness of one the free gift came upon all men unto justification of life. For 



as by one man's disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedience of one shall 
many be made righteous.



