
2: The Human Condition 

Romans 3:10-18 

Many religions teach about forgiveness of sins. But they all believe we can do something 
to atone for them. And they then go on to tell us what we can do. But Christianity is 
different in that it tells us there is nothing we can do to atone for our sins. Our sins are so 
great, because we are so bad. We need a Saviour outside of ourselves to atone for them. 
And that is what Jesus Christ has done for all those who put their trust in Him.


But people follow other religions because they don’t think they’re that bad by nature. We 
all want to think we can do it ourselves and don’t need help from outside. The Bible says:


Genesis 6:5

And God saw that the wickedness of man was great in the earth, and that every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually. 

God didn’t make us like that. God originally made us upright, capable of doing good:


Ecclesiastes 7:29

Lo, this only have I found, that God hath made man upright; but they have sought out 
many inventions. 

But God also gave the first man, Adam, a test. He put a tree in the middle of the garden 
to see what he would do with it:


Genesis 2:17

But of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thou shalt not eat of it: for in the day 
that thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die. 

He did eat of the tree and he didn’t seem to die at first. But death came into the world:


Romans 6:23

For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 

Adam physically died eventually, but at the moment of eating he died spiritually. And that 
is the condition all of us are born in. We are all born spiritually dead. We no longer have 
the will to choose good, we naturally choose evil. We have to teach a child to do good, 
he’s naturally naughty, we don’t have to teach him that. So that’s why God said “every 
imagination of the thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”


God had to judge the world, so He brought a great flood on the earth, which killed 
everybody apart from Noah and his family:


Genesis 7:1

And the Lord said unto Noah, Come thou and all thy house into the ark; for thee have I 
seen righteous before me in this generation. 

But that didn’t mean Noah wasn’t still sinful like everybody else. After the flood he got 
drunk. Mankind hadn’t changed. Man was still just as evil in his heart:




Genesis 8:21

And the Lord said in his heart, I will not again curse the ground any more for man's sake; 
for the imagination of man's heart is evil from his youth; neither will I again smite any more 
every thing living, as I have done. 

But Noah was “seen righteous,” not because he was righteous or had become righteous 
by his own effort, but because he saw his need of God to save him from his sins.


And that’s the only way we can be “seen righteous” too.


[10] As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one:  

Our hearts are not right with God:


Jeremiah 17:9

The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it? 

[11] There is none that understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God.  

Nobody understands spiritual things:


1 Corinthians 2:14

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness 
unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.


And nobody seeks after God, They just seek after themselves:


1 Corinthians 15:32

Let us eat and drink; for to morrow we die. 

[12] They are all gone out of the way, they are together become unprofitable; there 
is none that doeth good, no, not one.  

So this renders people “out of the way” and “unprofitable,” deserving punishment:


Matthew 25:30

And cast ye the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth.


[13] Their throat is an open sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the 
poison of asps is under their lips: [14] Whose mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 

Our evil nature can be seen in two ways, our words and our actions. Of our words, James 
says:


James 3:6




And the tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that it 
defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.


[15] Their feet are swift to shed blood:    

And our actions. We hate. Few of us are murderers, but we make sure we come out on 
top in any dispute with anyone else.


Philippians 2:21

For all seek their own, not the things which are Jesus Christ's.


[16] Destruction and misery are in their ways: [17] And the way of peace have they 
not known:   

And all our lives become is “destruction and misery” to all around us and to ourselves. 
And there is no peace in our hearts. The one thing missing, causing all of this is that:


[18] There is no fear of God before their eyes.  

We need to recognise the human condition. We need to see ourselves as God sees us. 
This goes against modern psychology, which says that we must have a positive view of 
ourselves. Job didn’t have that. After all his trials, God finally answered him, and he saw 
himself for what he really was:


Job 40:3-5

Then Job answered the Lord, and said, Behold, I am vile; what shall I answer thee? I will 
lay mine hand upon my mouth. Once have I spoken; but I will not answer: yea, twice; but I 
will proceed no further. 

Job 42:5,6

I have heard of thee by the hearing of the ear: but now mine eye seeth thee. Wherefore I 
abhor myself, and repent in dust and ashes. 

May all of us come to this view of ourselves, because without it, we will never see our 
need of a Saviour.


