
11. The Death of Christ 

Romans 5:6-11 

Jesus Christ was put to death on a cross by wicked men. 


The prophets prophesied this would happen:


Isaiah 53:7-9

He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a 
lamb to the slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his 
mouth. He was taken from prison and from judgment: and who shall declare his 
generation? for he was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my 
people was he stricken. And he made his grave with the wicked, and with the rich in his 
death; because he had done no violence, neither was any deceit in his mouth. 

Christ predicted this would happen:


Matthew 20:18,19

Behold, we go up to Jerusalem; and the Son of man shall be betrayed unto the chief 
priests and unto the scribes, and they shall condemn him to death, And shall deliver him 
to the Gentiles to mock, and to scourge, and to crucify him: and the third day he shall rise 
again.


Men hated Christ, because He told them their works were evil:


John 7:7

The world cannot hate you; but me it hateth, because I testify of it, that the works thereof 
are evil.


So they put Him to death, thinking that was the end of Him. But His death was planned 
by God. He came to die. It was always God’s plan to send His Son into the world to die:


Acts 2:23

Him, being delivered by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, ye have 
taken, and by wicked hands have crucified and slain. 

So we need to know the purpose of His death.


[6] For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  

He “died for the ungodly.” He died for others. In their place. 


[7] For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man 
some would even dare to die.  

History, especially the history of warfare, records occasions when people give their own 
lives in the place of others. Christ Himself said:




John 15:13

Greater love hath no man than this, that a man lay down his life for his friends. 

And this was “when we were yet without strength.” We have no strength to help 
ourselves. We need a Saviour, and Christ has to come to us, we can’t go to Him.


[8] But God commendeth his love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, 
Christ died for us.  

Christ died for us “while we were yet sinners.” In other words, even though there is 
nothing in us to commend us to Him at all. We are altogether unlovely. Yet He still laid 
down His life for us. And He had to come, because there is no other way to reconcile 
sinners to God other than by a perfect substitute.


1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit. 

[9] Much more then, being now justified by his blood, we shall be saved from wrath 
through him.  

We are “justified by His blood.” Justification is the opposite of condemnation. It doesn’t 
mean we are made clean. We’ll still be sinners until we die. It means we’re no longer 
condemned for our own sin, but regarded in God’s sight as righteous. Our sin is imputed 
to Christ, and His righteousness to us:


2 Corinthians 5:21

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in him.


[10] For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of his 
Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by his life. 

We are reconciled to God by Christ’s death. But not everybody is. We have to come to 
Jesus Christ. Trust in Him to save us. We don’t just sit back and do nothing. We need to 
recognise our need of Him. We need to acknowledge our sin, repent and turn to Him. 
Pray to Him. Begin a relationship with the only one who has paid the price. This is the 
message we have for the world. He’s not just a teacher, but a Saviour of sinners. 


2 Corinthians 5:18-20

And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the 
world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did 
beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God. 



[11] And not only so, but we also joy in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom 
we have now received the atonement. 

Christians are joyful because they know for sure they won’t be condemned for their sins, 
but Christ has paid the price for them. They know they’re going to heaven when they die. 
That sounds arrogant. But they know it’s not because of anything in them, but because of 
what Jesus Christ has done for them. That makes the Christian humble to the dust.


1 John 5:13

These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; that ye 
may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name of the Son of 
God.


2 Corinthians 5:14,15

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then 
were all dead: And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto 
themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again. 


