
7. The Birth of Christ 

Matthew 1:18-25 

To understand who Jesus Christ really was, we can start by looking at a very unique birth. 
We have two records of it, one in Luke mainly from His mother Mary’s view, and this one 
in Matthew, mainly from her husband-to-be Joseph’s.


[18] Now the birth of Jesus Christ was on this wise: When as his mother Mary was 
espoused to Joseph, before they came together, she was found with child of the 
Holy Ghost.  

“Before they came together, she was found with child.” Anyone in this situation would 
think straight away she’s been messing around. And that’s exactly what Joseph thought:


[19] Then Joseph her husband, being a just man, and not willing to make her a 
public example, was minded to put her away privily.  

Joseph was “a just man”, so he wanted to deal with this situation properly. Under the 
law of Moses, there were two ways of dealing with this. He could either make her a public 
example and get her stoned to death, which was the punishment for adultery, or he could 
just quietly divorce her. He chose the latter.


[20] But while he thought on these things, behold, the angel of the Lord appeared 
unto him in a dream, saying, Joseph, thou son of David, fear not to take unto thee 
Mary thy wife: for that which is conceived in her is of the Holy Ghost.  

But before he could do anything, an angel of the Lord came to Him and told him to go 
ahead and take Mary as his wife, because “that which is conceived in her is of the 
Holy Ghost.” So, there was no third party involved. Mary had already been told:


Luke 1:35

The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow 
thee: therefore also that holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of 
God.


The father was the Holy Spirit. Muslims think this terrible. They say, “God forbid that He 
should have carnal relations with a woman.” But it doesn’t say that. It says the Holy Spirit 
“overshadowed” her. They also say, “God forbid that He should have a Son.” But we’re 
told here that her son was specifically to be called “the Son of God.”


[21] And she shall bring forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus: for he shall 
save his people from their sins.  



The name “Jesus” means “He saves.” And that’s exactly what He came into the world to 
do, to save all those who come to Him in faith from the punishment of their sins, by dying 
in their place.


1 Peter 3:18

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God. 

[22] Now all this was done, that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by 
the prophet, saying, [23] Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a 
son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with 
us.  

We’re told in Scripture:


John 1:1

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Jesus Christ was from eternity, the beginning. The book of Proverbs says something 
similar as it personifies Wisdom:


Proverbs 8:22,23

The Lord possessed me in the beginning of his way, before his works of old. I was set up 
from everlasting, from the beginning, or ever the earth was. 

This is Jesus Christ. He is the Word. He is Wisdom. And we’re told He “was with God” 
and at the same time “was God.” So how can Jesus Christ be a man on this earth, and a 
God at the same time?


We could go into a discussion of the doctrine of the Trinity here. This says that God is one 
being, but exists in three persons, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Each person 
has separate work to do, but each is worshipped as God. But there’s only one God. We 
can try to understand that. We can’t understand it at all really. The doctrine of the Trinity is 
man’s best feeble attempt to explain this. We’re specifically told God became man:


John 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as 
of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.


1 Timothy 3:16

And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in the flesh, 
justified in the Spirit, seen of angels, preached unto the Gentiles, believed on in the world, 
received up into glory.


In order to save a people for Himself, what does God have to do? Send messages telling 
us how to behave? No. Whatever He asks us to do, we just can’t do it. He had to come 
personally into the world as a man. Not only to be an example to us of how we should 
live, but to pay the price of sin for all those who come to Him. There could be no other 
way. Somebody has to pay the price for our sins, we can’t do it ourselves. But:




1 John 4:9,10

In this was manifested the love of God toward us, because that God sent his only 
begotten Son into the world, that we might live through him. Herein is love, not that we 
loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.


[24] Then Joseph being raised from sleep did as the angel of the Lord had bidden 
him, and took unto him his wife: [25] And knew her not till she had brought forth her 
firstborn son: and he called his name Jesus. 

Both Joseph and Mary did exactly what the Lord told them to do. He took her for his wife, 
but had no sexual relations with her until after the birth. We know from other passages of 
Scripture that they had at least six children in the normal way after that. And they called 
His name “Jesus”, just as the angel had told them. 


